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second. But if that is so, what does become
then of the subjective soul, of the Self within
us ? No one could deny its existence, the Ve-
clantist argues, for he who denies it would be
the very Self that is denied, and no one can
deny himself. Then what is the true Self or
subject within us ? or, as we should say, What
is our soul ? When we speak of the Self, in
Sanskrit At man, we should always remember
that it is not what is commonly meant by the
Ego, but that it lies far beyond it. What we
commonly call our Ego is determined by space
and time, by birth and death, by the environment
in which we live, by our body, our senses, our
memory, by our language, nationality, character,
prejudices, and many other things. All these
make up our Ego, or our character, but they
have nothing to do with our Self. Therefore to
translate atman by soul, as many scholars do,
is rather misleading, for soul means so many
things,whether the animal or living soul (QptTmKrj)*
the perceptive soul (atV^-n/o?), and the thinking
soul (voi\TiKrj), all of which, according to the
Vedinta, are perishable, non-eternal, and not the